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POLITE ARTS. 

In the Fifth Volume of thefe Tranfadlions, 
page 104, an account is given of a 
method of Painting in Wax, in imita- 
tion of the Ancient Eincauftic, by Mifs 
Greenland : and that Lady having 
this year obliged the Society with the 
following Defcription of her Method of 
uniting Wax and Maftich wi^^h Water, 
to ferve as the vehicle for the Colours 
ufed in her manner of Painting, Thanks 
were returned to Mifs Greenland for 
this communication. 

S I R, 

1 SHOULD hot have taken the liberty of 
offering to the Society for the En- 
couragement of Arts, Manufadures, and 
Commerce, the enclofed account of the 
refult of a great number of experiments 
I made lafl winter with a variety of gums, 
M 4 relative 
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relative to an imitation of the ancient 
Grecian manner of Painting, had you-not 
aflured me, that the Society would not 
think impertinent my doing fo. 

Should the account I have fent, not be 
thought fufEciently explicit, I would with 
great pleafure communicate any other par- 
ticulars which may be defired. 

I am. Sir, 

Your obliged and obedient 

humble fervant, 
Emma Jane Greenland. 

Carfhaltoriy 
Jpril%(>, 1792. 

Mr. More. 

Method of making a Compofition for 'Paint-' 
ingt in imitation of the ancient Grecian 

manner. 

Jl UT into a glazed earthen veflel, four 
ounces and a half of gum arabic, and eight 
ounces of cold fpring water : when the gum 
is dilTolved, llir in feven ounces of gum 

maftich. 
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mallich, which has been firft waflied, 
dried, picked, and beaten fine, which is 
very foon done: fet the earthen veflel, 
containing the gum water and gum ma- 
llich, over a moderate fire, continually 
ftirring and beating them hard with a 
fpoon, in order to diflblve the gum ma- 
ftich: when fufiiciently boiled, it will no 
longer appear tranfparent, and will be ftifF, 
like a parte. So foon as this is the cafe, 
and that the gum water and maftich are 
quite boiling, without taking them off the 
fire, add five ounces of white wax, broken 
into finall pieces, ftirring and beating the 
different ingredients together, till the wax 
is perfectly melted, and has boiled : then 
take the compofition off the fire ; as boiling 
it longer than neceffary, would only harden 
the wax, and prevent its mixing fo well 
afterwards with water. When the com- 
pofition is taken off the fire, and in the 
glazed earthen veffel, it fhould be beaten 
hard; and, whilft hot, but not boiling, mix 
with it, by degrees, fixteen ounces of cold 

Ipring 



lyo POLITE ARTS. 

fpring water: then ftrain the compofitlon, 
as fome dirt will boil out of the gum maf- 
tich, and put it into bottles. 

The compofition, if properly made, 
fhould be like a cream, and the colours, 
when mixed with it, as fmooth as if with 
oil. The method of uling it, is, mixing 
the colours with it as with oil ; then paint 
with fair water. The colours, if grown 
dry, when mixed \Vith the compofition, 
may be ufed by putting a little fair water 
over them; but it is lefs trouble to put 
fome water, when the colours are obferved 
to be growing dry. 

In painting with th-is compofition, the 
colours blend without dithculty, when wetj 
and even when dry, the tints may eafily be 
united by means of a brufh, and a very 
Imall quantity of fair water. 

When the painting is finifhed, put fome 
white wax into a ^luzed earthen vefTel, over 

a flow 
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a flow fire; and, when melted, but not 
boiling, with a hard brufli, cover the 
painting with the wax; and, when cold, 
take a moderately hot iron, fuch as is ufed 
for ironing linen, and draw it lightly over 
the wax. When the pidure is nearly cold, 
rub it with a fine linen cloth, to make it 
entirely fmooth; and, when quite cold, rub 
it again, to make it Ihine. 

Paintings might be executed, in this 
manner, upon wood^ or plafter of Paris, 
without requiring any other prep^tration, 
than mixing fome fine plafter of Paris in 
powder, with cold water, the thicknefs of a 
cream ; then put it on a looking-glafs j and, 
when dry, take it off; and there will be a 
very fmooth furface for painting upon. 

Paintings may alfo be done in the fame 
manner, with only gum wat^ and gum 
maftich, prepared the fame way as the ma- 
ftich and wax; but, inftead of putting fevea 
ounces of mailich, and, when boiling, add- 
ing 
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ing five ounces of wax, mix twelve ounces 
of gum maftich with the gum water, be- 
fore it is put on the fire j and, when fuffi- 
ciently boiled and beaten, and is a little 
cold, flir in twelve ounces of cold fpring 
water, and afterwards ftrain it* 

It would be equally pradticable painting 
with wax alone, duTolved in gum water, iii 
the following manner. 

Weigh twelve ounces of cold fpringj 
water, and four ounces and a half of gum 
arabic : put them into a glazed eartheni 
veffel; and, when the gum is diflolved^ 
add eight ounces of white wax. Put the 
earthen velfel, with the guin water and 
wax, upon a flow fire, and ftir them, 
till the wax is difiblved, and has boiled 
a few minutes : then take them off the fire, 
and throw them iiito a bafon, as, by re- 
maining in the hot earthen vefTel, the wax 
might become rather hard: beat the gum 
water and wax till quite cold. As there is 

but 
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but a fmall proportion of water, in com- 
parifon to the quantity of gum and wax, 
jt would be necelfary, in mixing this com- 
pofition with the colours, to put alfo fome 
fair water. 

It fhould be obferved, that the water 
ufed by Mifs Greenland, in thefe prepara- 
tions, came from a chalk rock, and re- 
markably {oft: poffibly any other water 
might anfwer equally well. 



